Reconstruction

Part One
RECONSTRUCTION (1865-1877): period of time after the Civil War where the nation was reunified, the lives of southerners rebuilt, and the economy of the South was reorganized. 

I. After the War

a. Property Losses

i. Farms worth ½ of pre-war value

ii. Plantations left without workers

iii. Miles of train track destroyed

b. Challenges for African Americans (How many?)

i. Where to work?

ii. Where to live? 

iii. Where to learn?

II. Fixing the Problems?

a. Wade-Davis Bill: 1864; required a majority of white male citizens to pledge allegiance to the US before being re-admitted.

b. The Freedmen’s Bureau: an agency established by Congress in 1865 to help poor people throughout the South.

c. Bringing the South Back IN

i. Lincoln’s Original Plan (Republican)

ii. A Dramatic Change (Why?)

iii. Johnson’s Plan (Democrat)

iv. Congress’ Reaction

