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Black Codes

Directions: Read the information below and study the map.  Do your best to answer the questions.


1. According to these codes, who was responsible for a black person’s conduct?

2. What punishment could a black person expect if he or she were found breaking curfew?

3. Why would some Southern states create black codes?

4. According to the map, which Southern state was readmitted to the Union first?  Which 3 states were the last to be readmitted?

5. Did black codes work against the Constitution?  Explain.

	Although the defeat of the South in 1865 ended the institution of slavery, some Southern states devised new ways to control African Americans.  Restrictive laws called black codes passed by Southern governments hampered African Americans in the exercise of their freedom.  Read examples of actual black codes below.





	Every negro who shall be found absent from the residence of his employer after ten o’clock at night, without a written permit from his employer, shall pay a fine of five dollars, or…shall be compelled to work five days on the public road, or suffer corporal punishment…


	No negro shall be permitted to rent or keep a house…


	Every negro is required to be in the regular service of some white person, or former owner, who shall be held responsible for his conduct…


	No negro…not in the military service shall be allow to carry fire-arms…without the special written permission of his employer…


	No negro shall sell, barter, or exchange any articles of merchandise within said county without the special written permission of his employer… 








